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• 1970: 5.75

• 1992: 2.0

• “one child” policy launched in 1978
• Based on long term population increase projection



 Restricted to urban areas

 Caused distain for 
female babies

 Couple with no siblings 
may have 2 children

 Did, in fact, prevent 200 
mil births which 
drastically reducing the 
population Growth 
pressure Rosenberg, Matt. (2011, March 2). China's 

one child policy. Retrieved from 
http://geography.about.com/od/populationg
eography/a/onechild.htm 



 Sex birth ratio peaked 
to 114.1 in 1993

 Due to the OCP and 
ancient traditions, best 
described in the 
ancient “Book of 
Songs” (1000 – 700 
B.C.):

Baculinao, Eric. (2004, September 14). China is asking where all the girls 
have gone. . Retrieved from 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/5953508/ns/world_news/t/china-
grapples-legacy-its-missing-girls/ 

"When a son is born, 

Let him sleep on the bed, 

Clothe him with fine clothes, 

And give him jade to play... 

When a daughter is born, 

Let her sleep on the ground, 

Wrap her in common wrappings, 

And give broken tiles to play..."



 Increased mental health problems in men

 Socially disruptive behavior in crease in men

 Left many men unable to marry and have a 
family

 Increase in female kidnapping and trafficking 
of women for marriage

 Increase numbers of commercial sex workers
◦ Which increases spread of std’s

Hesketh, T., Lu, L., & Xing, Z.W. (2005, September 15). The 
effect of china's one-child family policy after 25 years. 
Retrieved from 
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMhpr051833 





 Agriculture-food 

 Employment

 Urbanization



“… annual population growth will be much greater over the period 1995-2020, 
and on average will increase by 12.06 million per year in that period, hence the
annual increase in grain production needs to be 4.47 billion kilogrammes.

Will China be able to meet this challenge?”



• 100 ha =  1 km2

• From 1991 to 1995, China lost 

1/3 of the size of Indiana in arable land



 Increasing number of malnourishment cases

 Increase in food prices

 Increase in natural resource usage and prices

 Decrease in China’s standard of living



 Unemployment rate increased from 1.8 to 2.9 
from 1985 to 1995

 Currently 40% of rural workers were under-
employed and needed to be redeployed to 
non-agricultural sectors

 Projected working population increase 30 % 
from 1995 to 2020

 What are some possible issues that will arise 
because of the employment shift?



“Rapid industrialization will be accompanied by a dramatic rural-urban 

population shift. With the increasing national population, the scale of 

urban development will be immense.”

• Urban population has doubled from 1978 to 1995
• Urban population in 1995: 450mil (29%)
• Projected urban population in 2040: 1123mil (70% of 
China will be Urbanized)

“A strategy of sustainable development needs to be adopted and the 
natural resources and environment must be managed efficiently and 
carefully.”

Do you think China should continue 

their urbanization?



 Current Population: 1.3 billion 
◦ Just below projected population of 1.4 billion
◦ Rosenberg, Matt. (2010, November 17). China population. Retrieved from 

http://geography.about.com/od/populationgeography/a/chinapopulation.htm 

 Current urbanization: 46.6 %
◦ Global Times, Initials. (2010, September 25). Chinese migrant population left semi-

urbanized . Retrieved from http://opinion.globaltimes.cn/observer/2011-
04/576731.html 

 Current net loss of 290,000 mu = 193.3 sq. 
km = 19300 ha in arable land (huge decrease 
in the loss rate!)
◦ People's Daily Online, Initials. (2009, March 31). Net decrease of china's arable land 

slows down. Retrieved from 
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90776/90882/6626369.html 



 Current  TFR: 1.8
◦ Google, . (2011, April 26). Fertility rate. Retrieved from 

http://www.google.com/publicdata?ds=wb-
wdi&met_y=sp_dyn_tfrt_in&idim=country:CHN&dl=en&hl=en&q=china%27s+fertility
+rate 

 Current birth-sex ratio: 119.45
◦ Xinhua, . (2010, June 3). China sees sex ratio at birth slightly down . Retrieved from 

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90776/90882/7011709.html 

 Current unemployment rate: 4.3%
◦ China unemployment rate. (2009, September). Retrieved from 

http://www.indexmundi.com/china/unemployment_rate.html 



 The study was 12 years old
◦ Pro: can see how accurate the projections were

◦ Con: needed addition sources to see current stats

 The paper included plenty of data and graphs 
to represent the data

 Did not go into detail of the cause of some of 
the projected problems




